Cannabis

Colorado and Washington were the first states to legalize
cannabis for recreational use in 2012. Since then, 19 other
states have followed suit. In November 2022 Eau Claire
County included a referendum item on the general
election ballot about the legalization of recreational
cannabis. The results showed two-thirds of voters in favor
of legalization for residents over 21.

Better Scientific Research
Legalization can remove barriers for research and
expand knowledge on the effects of cannabis

Q@ Health Benefits

e Some studies show chemicals found in the
cannabis plant can be helpful in treating”
o nausea and vomiting caused by cancer
chemotherapy
o neuropathic pain (caused by damaged nerves)

6’0 Potential for Fewer Drug Arrests

e 52% of all Wisconsin drug arrests in 2021 were
cannabis related*
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e A Black person in Wisconsin is 4.2 times more likely

to be arrested for cannabis possession than a
white person '
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e In 2021, Colorado collected over $2 billion in
taxes, licenses, and fee revenue from cannabis'

¢ legalization can create new job opportunities in
the cannabis industry

Key Resources for More Information Q
What We Know About Marijuana (CDC)

The Legalization of Marijuana in Colorado: The Impact (RMHIDTA)

What You Need to Know About Marijuana Use and Driving (CDC)

Marijuana Decriminalization and Leggalization (DP)

Principles for Protecting_Youth, Public Health, & Equity in
Cannabis Regulation from Getting It Right from the Start
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73) Potential Tax Revenue & Job Creation

Potential Outcomes of the
Legalization of Cannabis

Accidental Poisonings & Exposures
¢ Unintentional cannabis exposures increased 61%
from 2019-2021 in Colorado’®
¢ Poison Control Center calls related to cannabis
exposure among children under 6 increased by
140% from 2018-2021 in Californias

@\ Addiction
e An estimated 3 in 10 cannabis users have a
cannabis use disorder?
e Use of high potency products has stronger effects
on the brain, and may increase the risk of addiction

Cannabis Potency
¢ Potency in cannabis seized by the DEA has increased
from about 4% in 1995 to over 15% in 2021°
* Increased access to high potency products which
can lead to emergency room visits

éé? Effects on Pregnant People & Babies

e Cannabis use during pregnancy can cause?
o Lower birth weight
o Abnormal neurological development
e Chemicals from cannabis can be passed through
breastmilk, though the effects aren't fully known

(& Health Concerns
Physical Health
e Damage to lung tissue?
e Increased risk of stroke and heart disease’
e Directly affects the part of the brain responsible
for attention, memory, and learning®
Mental Health
e Increase risk of depression, anxiety, suicidality,
psychosis, and schizophrenia’
e Suicides in Colorado with cannabis present in

toxicology reports increased from 12% in 2012 to
29% in 2019°

Q Increases in Drugged Driving
¢ Cannabis can impair important skills required for
safe driving. Studies have shown an association
between acute cannabis use and car crashes?
¢ Since legalization in Colorado, traffic deaths with
drivers testing positive for cannabis increased 138%

Otn:;f Youth

e Using cannabis at an earlier age increases the risk of
developing cannabis use disorder later in life

e Cannabis use in youth may have permanent effects
of the brain?

e In 2019, Eau Claire County middle and high school
students thought cannabis is less risky than tobacco,
alcohol, or prescription drugs'
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